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In the past year since COVID-19 began impacting our 
lives, we all have endured loss – from the greatest grief 
of losing loved ones to the sorrow of changed plans, 
canceled events, social isolation, and more. With the 
benefit of hindsight and the hope of turning a corner in 
mitigating COVID-19, we can reflect with appreciation 
on the good that punctuated this particularly 
challenging year.

First, I want to celebrate our team’s quality of care 
and focus on customer service that has garnered 
local and national recognition. Home Nursing Agency 
Private Duty Home Care recently earned the 2021 Best 
of Home Care® – Provider of Choice Award, ranking 
among the top home care providers in the country for 
the ninth consecutive year. UPMC Home Healthcare 
was voted as the Best Home Care Provider by readers 
of the Huntingdon Daily News, and our organization 
was selected as a Top 100 Organization by the 
Pennsylvania Business Central. 

These accolades speak to our team’s unwavering 
dedication to serve our community regardless of 
the challenges we face. In fact, it is in this adversity 
that we have seen tremendous stories of good that 
have triumphed over the past year. I invite you to be 
encouraged by the stories in this issue of Celebrate 
Giving, as we celebrate:

• the tenets of philanthropy and volunteerism that 
remained throughout the pandemic, as evidenced in 
the life of Hollidaysburg native Patricia Gildea

• the Home Health Aides of UPMC Home Healthcare 
and Family Hospice who continue to offer a friendly 
smile behind their masks and reassuring presence for 
our patients who need personal care

• the way the Healing Patch Children’s Grief Program 
has touched lives through virtual groups and family 
grief activity packets, reaching even more local 
families than our in-person groups could have served 
in this time

• the flexibility and generosity of our Family Hospice 
team in caring for patients and their caregivers

Throughout these stories, we celebrate YOU – our 
donors and supporters – who enable us to meet needs 
outside the scope of what we are paid to do. Your 
generosity allows the free services of the Healing 
Patch to continue for grieving children and families. 
Your donations cover the cost of groceries, emergency 
funding for heating and utilities, and essential items for 
patients in need. These are just a few examples of what 
your donations and support of events like Mercedes 
Moment mean to our neighbors and friends.

Thank you for standing with us as partners in caring for 
our community as we look to brighter days ahead.

Sincerely,

Paula Thomas
President, UPMC Home Healthcare & Family Hospice

aligning 
excellence 
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A MESSAGE FROM PAULA THOMAS WHAT DOES A LIFETIME OF 
SERVICE LOOK LIKE?
Exemplified through the life of 
Patricia Gildea, it is filled with the 
rich colors of humility, passion for 
learning, and drive to improve her 
community. 

Professionally, Pat worked 36 years 
at the Great A&P Tea Co. before its 
closure and then 26 years as deputy 
court administrator for Blair County. 
She began volunteering within the 
community at a young age and has 
continued her legacy of service in 
the decades after retirement. Having 
joined the Home Nursing Agency 
Board more than 20 years ago, 
Pat remains involved through the 
UPMC Home Healthcare Professional 
Advisory Committee and actively 
donates funds to help patients and 
clients who receive funding from the 
Home Nursing Agency Foundation. 

Her current volunteer roles extend 
far beyond her work with UPMC 
Home Healthcare, as she serves on 
the Hollidaysburg Area Arts Council, 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 
Mount Aloysius College Alumni 
Association, Blair County Historical 
Society, Altoona-Johnstown Diocese 
Liturgy Committee, Hollidaysburg’s 
YMCA Auxiliary, and more.

A lifelong learner, Pat discovered a 
love of parliamentary procedures 
through her work at the Blair County 
Courthouse. She has since served as 
Parliamentarian to assist presiding 
officers in various organizations at 
the local, state, and national level. 
Embracing these leadership roles, 
Pat has inspired others with her 
passion to serve and desire to keep 
learning and doing.

giving self

Hollidaysburg Resident Continues 
LIFELONG COMMITMENT TO SERVE

“There are always things you can do to try and help other people,” she 
explains. Although Pat has been presented with various honors, including the 
first Athena Award in Blair County and the Lifetime Achievement Award from 
WISE Women of Blair County, she is not driven by recognition. Her dedication 
to serve and tireless pursuit of improvement are evident in her daily life. 

Helping others looks markedly different since the COVID-19 pandemic began, 
but Pat has taken it in stride, learning how to participate in Zoom meetings 
and completing online workshops. She shares, “I’ve learned that there are 
always alternate ways to do things.” She recently began participating in a 
“Tele-buddy” program through Catholic Daughters to provide a friendly voice 
and listening ear for the isolated residents of Garvey Manor.

Whether it’s offering a personal touch, elevating the arts, implementing 
parliamentary procedures, or providing spiritual opportunities for connection, 
Pat is always looking for the next thing she can do to serve: “I always want to 
be planning something and have something to look forward to!”
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HOME 
HEALTH 
AIDES
Build Trust, 
Maintain Dignity
Relationship builders. 
Compassionate caregivers. 
“Feel better” experts.

These are the unofficial titles of 
the Home Health Aides who care 
for UPMC Home Healthcare and 
Family Hospice patients in their most 
vulnerable states. As they provide 
assistance with bathing, dressing, 
and other daily living tasks, Home 
Health Aides must quickly earn the 
trust of their patients in a way that 
makes them feel comfortable.

Over the past 25 years, Cheri 
McCommons of Blair County has 
learned how to break the ice with 
new patients and families: “I find 
something in their house – a photo, 
piece of artwork or furniture – and 
start a conversation. Usually if I can 
get them talking, I can build that 
trust and can talk them into the 
personal care that they need.”

As they establish rapport, Home 
Health Aides like Cheri, along with 
Andrea Weyandt, who sees patients 
for the Southern Blair Home Health 

team, balance patients’ care needs 
with their comfort level. This requires 
careful listening, observation, and a 
commitment to patients’ dignity.

“I’ve never let anyone take care of 
me like that, so I try to be sensitive 
to how our patients may be feeling,” 
Andrea shares. “I let patients do as 
much as they can independently, and 
I’ll help with whatever they need and 
want help with. I reassure them that 
I’m there to make sure they’re safe.”

Many patients are admitted to 
home health after a surgery, 
illness, or hospital stay with the 
goal of resuming independence 
wherever they call home. For longer-
term patients like Rose Williams, 
affectionately called “Grandma 
Rose,” the care that Andrea and 
the UPMC Home Healthcare team 
provides is what allows her to remain 
safely at home and not be admitted 
to a personal care home.

“I don’t know what I’d do without 
her,” Rose says emphatically as she 
recounts the daily tasks that require 
assistance: bathing, dressing, setting 

her curlers, getting the mail, and 
more. “I couldn’t be here [in my 
home] if it weren’t for Andrea.”

As they interact frequently with 
patients, Home Health Aides 
communicate with case managers 
to share updates and patients’ 
unaddressed needs. Serving patients 
in Mifflin and Juniata Counties, 
Amber Hancock draws from a 
decade of experience as a Home 
Health Aide for both home health 
and hospice patients to identify 
when patients may need transitioned 
to a different level of care.

“Over the years I have had a lot 
of home health patients that I 
recognized may be appropriate for 
hospice,” Amber explains. After 
discussing with care supervisors, 
Amber opens the door for critical 
conversations with patients and 
caregivers about bridging to Family 
Hospice care. “I can explain all the 
benefits. Family Hospice is amazing, 
and it does a lot of good things for 
patients and families.”

giving bonds



While Amber enjoys helping her 
UPMC Home Healthcare patients 
achieve the goal of independence, 
she is fulfilled by the special 
relationships she builds with those 
whose goal is quality of life and 
making every moment matter.

“My favorite part of what I do is 
bonding with the Family Hospice 
patients and families and making 
their last days special,” she says. 
“I have different bonds with all the 
people I have worked with. They are 
why I love what I do.”

“I love the people I take care 
of,” Cheri echoes. Joined in a 
commitment to their patients, she 
and Andrea delight in the same 
satisfaction of their role – how 
patients feel after they’re bathed. 
Cheri says, “Once we’re all done, they 
say, ‘I can’t believe how good I feel! 
I’m so glad you came!’”

Andrea knows that all of her 
teammates may not receive the 
same feedback. She says, “I tease 
our therapists and nurses that I have 
the best job! I tell them, ‘You make 

our patients work. I make them feel 
better!’”

To learn more about UPMC Home 
Healthcare or Family Hospice, visit 
UPMCHomeHealthcare.com or call 
1-800-445-6262.

Previous Pages: Home Health Aide 
Cheri McCommons has been serving 
patients for 25 years with personal care 
and assistance to help them remain 
safely in their own homes. One such 
patient is Blair County resident Sandy 
Pearson, who is facing MS, cancer, 
and other health challenges that have 
required Cheri’s help for the past two 
years. Sandy and her husband Jim are 
grateful for Cheri’s support. Sandy 
shares, “I love Cheri! She treats me 
well (and she loves me, too!). She does 
my hair perfectly and is a wonderful 
caregiver. We love to laugh together!”

“Not one morning do I open the door 
and she’s not smiling,” Cheri says. 
Sandy’s upbeat attitude in the midst of 
hardship is an encouragement to Cheri 
while she helps with bathing, dressing, 
getting her breakfast, and getting her 
ready for the day.

Left: Amber Hancock, Home Health 
Aide in Mifflin and Juniata Counties, 
savors the relationships she develops 
with many of her patients, including 
Family Hospice patient Ethel Wileman. 
Amber’s assistance gives Ethel’s 
daughter a break from her role as the 
primary caregiver for her mom. As 
she bathes and dresses Ethel, Amber 
enjoys the time and opportunity to 
make every moment matter.

Right, also pictured on the cover: Rose 
Williams, better known as “Grandma 
Rose,” recognizes Southern Blair 
County Home Health Aide Andrea 
Weyandt as one of the reasons she 
is able to remain at home. While 
Andrea helps Grandma Rose with 
daily living tasks she can no longer do 
independently, they share stories about 
family, crocheting projects, and careers 
in healthcare as Rose reminisces about 
her days as a nurse.

“We have a special rapport,” Rose says. 
“Andrea helps me do so much, and I 
live for the days she comes!”
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When the COVID-19 pandemic 
began, the Healing Patch Children’s 
Grief Program staff pivoted quickly 
to support families virtually 
when group nights could no 
longer take place. During “Time 
Together Tuesdays,” Healing 
Patch Coordinator Melody Ray 
and Volunteer Coordinator/Grief 
Specialist Shalen Steinbugl would 
share activities on the Healing 
Patch Facebook page for families to 
engage together. 

As fall approached and in-person 
gatherings were still restricted, 
Melody and Shalen developed 
several options for both returning 
and newly enrolled families to 
choose based on their specific needs. 
All families receive grief activity 
packets by mail bi-weekly, and they 
can choose whether to complete as 
a family or with peers in age-specific 
“rooms” via Microsoft Teams.

Healing 
Patch Offers 
Alternative 
Support for 
Grieving 
Children & 
Families

giving hope

Maci Bradley reads When Dinosaurs Die to her younger brother 
Jack. Maci, Jack, their older sister Ella, and their grandmother 
Jackie have all benefited from the Healing Patch family activity 
packets mailed to them. The materials have opened the door for 
healing conversations within their family after the death of both 
their parents.



Left: Healing Patch families 
receive all the necessary supplies 
to complete activities as a family 
unit or part of a virtual group.

Above: Six-year-old Lavena 
proudly displays the luminary 
bag she created in memory of 
her uncle. This project and others 
have been part of the virtual 
Healing Patch group meetings 
to connect Lavena with other 
grieving children her age.

“Although not the same as our live 
Healing Patch group nights, the 
virtual groups allow members to 
connect with similar-aged grieving 
peers,” Melody explains. “A benefit 
has been the ability to serve more 
local grieving families than we could 
accommodate in live group nights.” 

The power of connecting with peers – 
even through a computer screen – has 
allowed participants like six-year-old 
Lavena to find that they are not alone.

“It really helps her to see that there 
are other kids going through loss and 
to be able to talk about her feelings,” 
explains Lavena’s mom Verene, whose 
brother passed away in 2018. She 
realized Lavena needed a way to face 
the death of her uncle as she got older 
and started to ask more questions. 
“Most importantly, she’s been able 
to open up and talk about the loss 
instead of holding it in.”

As Lavena completes grief activities 
like a luminary bag and memory box, 
she shares with her peers and uses 
the items to remember her uncle and 
process her feelings. Using tangible 
projects is one way the Healing Patch 
helps participants to heal and share - 
in-person, virtually, or as a family.

“These activities focus on expressing 
feelings, coping skills, family changes 
since the loss, memories, and grief 
expression,” Melody outlines. “Ideally 
the activities encourage family 
bonding and supporting one another 
in the grief process.”

This has been the experience for the 
Bradley family of Cambria County, as 
Ella (13), Maci (10), and Jack (5) lost 
their mom several years ago and their 
dad a couple years later. With varying 
ages and personalities, they all handle 
their grief differently, according to 
their grandma Jackie. While Ella 
coped privately and Jack was very 
young, Maci found valuable support 
in Healing Patch group sessions after 
their mom died and had planned to 
attend again last fall.
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   ...to have 
many feelings 
     at once.
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... to feel scared 
 for your own health 
  & for the health 
    of those you 
       love.

 ... to have both 
good & bad days

   ... to give yourself 
  grace regarding 
your own mental  
  & emotional 
   capabilities.

... to be forgiving
  regarding your 
         physical
        limitations.

 ... to recognize that 
you are only in control 
  of yourself & your 
  own behaviors.

   ... to grieve 
ALL losses at 
   this time.

 ... to talk about 
  your experiences 
    & concerns with 
     people who will 
       listen without
           judgment.

... to find meaning 
       & experience 
            personal 
              growth.

... to embrace the 
unknown future & 
   to still remain
         hopeful.It is

  OK...

 

 

THE OK’S 
OF COVID-19: 
Validating Our 
Responses to 
the Pandemic

With live group sessions suspended, 
the family opted to complete grief 
activities as a family, and Maci 
led the way with her outgoing 
personality. Multiple activities have 
left an impression and allowed the 
family to talk more openly about 
their losses. After reading the book 
When Dinosaurs Die, they answered 
questions about loss, feelings, and 
ways to remember loved ones who 
passed away. Another impactful 
activity was reading The Invisible 
String and creating heartstrings 
that hang from their beds. A third 
memorable packet was a grab bag of 
items with accompanying questions, 
including a pair of crazy glasses 
and the question, “How do you see 
the world now that your loved one 
passed away?”

 “I don’t think we’d be doing as well 
as we are without the Healing Patch,” 
Jackie explains. “Ella has come out 
so much because she’s been able to 
talk about it, and Jack has been able 
to be part of the conversation, too.”

“We have all grieved so many losses 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic,” 
Shalen acknowledges. “Not being 
able to hold our live group nights 
has been one of those losses for us, 
but we know that children who are 
dealing with the death of a loved one 
need support and the right tools now 
more than ever. We are so thankful 
that families have been receptive and 
embraced the virtual peer support 
and family group activities as a path 
to hope and healing in this difficult 
season.”

For more information about 
Healing Patch services, please 
call 1-800-445-6262 or visit 
HomeNursingAgency.com.

Last spring Healing Patch staff authored a blog post and 
community outreach tool titled “The OK’s of COVID-19: 
Validating Our Response to the Pandemic.” 

“I feel we at the Healing Patch have an obligation to 
help the community identify the multitude of emotions 
that they are having as normal and natural and to put a 
word to what they are experiencing – grief,” explained 
Healing Patch Coordinator Melody Ray. “Our hope is that 
by reading these 10 OK’s of COVID-19, you feel validated 
in your experience and that you allow more patience for 
yourself and others.”

Check out the full post online at: 
HomeNursingAgency.com/blog.

Healing Patch Staff Extends 

GRIEF EXPERTISE



As COVID-19 markedly changed 
our lives, the Family Hospice team 
collaborated to do what they do 
best – make the most of every 
opportunity to better serve patients 
and their caregivers.

Telemedicine programs that connect 
patients with healthcare providers 
virtually have been growing in 
popularity, but this was not allowed 
within hospice until COVID-19. Last 
year, the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) made 
an allowance for virtual visits of 
physicians and nurse practitioners to 
consult with patients.

“If a nurse reaches out with a 
complicated symptom management 
issue, we can do a virtual visit 
immediately,” explains Dr. Amy 
Swindell, Family Hospice East Lead 
Medical Director. “This allows me to 
talk through options and prescribe 
the right medications quickly to 
control the patient’s symptoms.”

In addition to symptom 
management, virtual visits 
have allowed for more timely 
admissions to Family Hospice care. 

Requirements for face-to-face 
physician evaluations can be fulfilled 
real-time with a nurse facilitating 
virtual visits. Eligible patients can be 
admitted immediately, giving access 
to these vital services that hinge on 
precious hours and days.

While virtual visits have improved 
patients’ quality of life, social 
distancing precautions have isolated 
many patients and caregivers 
from others who could provide 
physical and emotional support. 
As Thanksgiving approached with 
the prospect of no special dinner in 
many homes, Family Hospice team 
members rose to the occasion, 
personally purchasing and preparing 
meals for patients and families who 
were not planning the traditional 
Thanksgiving meal. 

Staff continued in this spirit of 
generosity through Christmas, 
as each county’s team “adopted” 
a Family Hospice family that 
was impacted by job loss due 
to COVID-19 or the need to stop 
working to care for their loved 
one. Staff contributed personally 
to provide gifts and food to make 
holiday celebrations as joyful as 
possible in a hard season.

As it became clear that the in-
person “Widows’ Retreat” would 
not take place last fall, Bereavement 
Coordinator/Social Worker Jennifer 
Cox began working with Donna Marie 
Todd, facilitator of the previous 
two retreats, on alternative ways to 
support those who had lost a spouse. 
Your support of the Home Nursing 
Agency Foundation allowed all 
bereaved spouses to receive a copy 
of Donna Marie’s book Navigating 
Loss, along with access to videos of 
Donna Marie sharing candidly as one 
grieving spouse to another.

“Losing a spouse is ranked as one of 
the most stressful things someone 
can endure,” Jen shares. “It was a 
priority to support those walking this 

painful road. Through this format, 
we were able to touch both men and 
women – and so many more people 
than we could have through the in-
person retreat.”

As safety remains at the forefront of 
connecting bereaved loved ones, Jen 
recently finished the first series of 
virtual grief support group meetings. 
She admits that it is not the same 
as gathering in person but has been 
pleased with how all participants 
have benefited.

“Every week I prepared some topics 
to cover, but we didn’t need them 
as the participants asked questions 
and shared with one another openly,” 
she reflects. Plans are underway to 
implement virtual groups throughout 
the service area until in-person 
groups can be held once again.

To learn more about Family 
Hospice and grief services, visit 
UPMCHomeHealthcare.com or call 
1-800-445-6262.

giving compassion

Bereavement 
Coordinator/Social 
Worker Jennifer Cox 
conducted a special 
remembrance during 
the final gathering 
in a recent series of 
virtual grief support 
groups.

Right: The Blair County team prepared 14 meals 
delivered with smiles to nine patients and their 

family members. Under the mask of “pilgrim” was 
Bill Williams, Hospice RN, and under the mask of 

“turkey” was Lori Kratzer, Professional Staff Nurse.

Below: Dr. Amy Swindell, Family Hospice East Lead 
Medical Director, has been utilizing virtual visits 

to assess patient eligibility and treat patients’ 
symptoms, as permitted by the Centers for Medicare 

and Medicaid Services (CMS) since COVID-19.

FAMILY 
HOSPICE 
TEAM 
Adapts & 
Adopts 
Through 
COVID-19
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DECADES CLUB
SPONSORS 
Altoona Mirror
Bettwy Electric, Inc.
CleanService & Supply, Inc.
Bob Pennington, Coldwell Banker 

Town & Country Real Estate
Empire Communication Systems, Inc.
FOREVER Media
Imler’s Poultry
Laurel Medical Solutions
M & T Bank
Quality Services
Redline Nutrition
Roundhouse Harley-Davidson
Seltzer Financial Strategies
Stifel
Surplus City, Inc.
UPMC Altoona & UPMC Health Plan
The Underground

DONORS
Mr. Hyman Antikol
Mrs. Nancy J. Bergstein
Mr. & Mrs. Morley A. Cohn
Mr. & Mrs. J. Samuel Dean
Mr. Donald L. Gensimore
Mr. John P. Hartsock
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Itle
Ms. Courtney W. Wessner
Bloom Yoga & Wellness, LLC
Carrolltown American Legion
Ebensburg WOTM Chapter 2186
Pete Morina Construction
Ravine, Inc.
Team Chevrolet, Buick, GMC
Team KIA
Ultimate Detailing, LLC

HEALING PATCH
DONORS
Mr. Joseph P. Doyle
Miss Nancy R. Fogel
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew M. Michanowicz
Mr. John H. Orr
Mr. & Mrs. Neil M. Port
Mr. John P. Porta
Mr. Michael Shank

Ms. Cheryl Tyler
Mrs. Barbara R. Wachter
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Weyandt
Mrs. Peggy A. Whittington
9 Finger Wood Work Corp.
Blair Cnty Chamber Foundation, Inc.
First Presbyterian Church of 

Johnstown Women’s Assoc.
Goodwill of the Southern 

Alleghenies
Lakeview Lanes
Port Family Foundation
Providence Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.)
Ronald McDonald House Charities of 

Mid-Penn Region, Inc.
Seedz 4 Needz Inc.
The Allstate Foundation
The Pechter Foundation

LIGHTS OF LOVE
SPONSORS 
Quality Services
The Lakemont Partnership
UPMC Altoona & UPMC Health Plan
WTAJ Your News Leader

DONORS
Mrs. F. Kay Adams
Mr. Joseph Ambrisco
Mrs. Jeannie M. Austin
Mrs. Millicent Bailinger
Mrs. Ruth Ann Baker
Mrs. Susan D. Bathgate
Mrs. Linda Becker
Ms. Mary Ann Bell
Ms. Cindy L. Bice
Mrs. Judy C. Branda
Mrs. Judith A. Burket
Mrs. M. Yvonne Buser
Mr. Randy S. Carothers
Mrs. JoAnne T. Cartwright
Mrs. Judith K. Charles
Mrs. Connie J. Chilcote
Mr. Gerald R. Clark, Jr.
Mr. Dennis G. Close
Mr. & Mrs. Ricky J Collins
Ms. Margaret S. Conrad

The generosity of community partners 
– individuals, businesses, local 
governments, and organizations – 
helps to ensure that our mission of 
providing care and services for those 
in need will continue. 

Every dollar matters. 
Every gift has a story. 
The following donations of $25 or 
more were received July 1, 2020 - 
December 31, 2020. 

We apologize for any errors or 
omissions to this list. Every effort 
is made to assure that proper 
information is recorded. Please call 
the Home Nursing Agency Foundation 
at 1-855-GIVE-HNA to make us aware 
of any corrections or changes.

Thank you to the following donors 
who have helped make a difference 
in the lives of our neighbors and our 
communities.

RECOGNIZING 
OUR SUPPORTERS

giving
thanks

Mrs. Betty L. Corbin
Ms. K. Renee David
Ms. Shirley R. Dickson
Mr. Ronald E. Dilling
Ms. Kathryn L. Dodson
Ms. Judy A. Donaldson
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Dunkle
Mrs. Bonnie Eichelberger
Mr. & Mrs. Rasheen Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. William R. England
Mrs. Mary J. Fenello
Ms. Carolyn F. Fleming
Mrs. Shirley J. Franke
Mrs. Bertha M. Frederick
Mrs. Jane R. Frye
Ms. Judy E. Gale
Ms. Carol Galioto
Mr. Kenneth L. Garman
Mrs. Jeanie D. Geist
Ms. Anthea L. Germano
Miss Donna J. Gildea
Mrs. Kay F. Groninger
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Grozanick
Mr. & Mrs. Steven W. Haffner
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Haluska
Mrs. Barbara L. Hazenstab
Ms. Lori Hazenstab
Mrs. Mary Ellen Hazenstab
Mrs. Susan K. Heininger
Mrs. Carol A. Henry
Mrs. Eileen M. Hileman
Ms. Louisa A. Hileman
Mr. James Hosgood
Mr. & Mrs. G. Michael Imes
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Itle
Mrs. Anna L. Jackson
Mr. Albert Kauffman
Mrs. Marianna Z. Keagle
Mrs. Joan M. Kerstetter
Mrs. Sylvia R. Knepper
Mrs. Faith Kok
Mrs. Deanna C. Kurtz
Mr. & Mrs. Wynn E. Leppert
Mr. Cletus Link
Mr. James F. Lohman
Mrs. Cheryl A. Luciano
Mrs. Hilda C. Mallory
Mrs. Amy Martino
Mr. & Mrs. Michael W. McLanahan
Mr. Stanley R. Metz
Mrs. Shirley L. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Morello
Mrs. Shannon Morris
Mrs. Nancy A. Morrison
Mrs. Lelia Mort
Mr. D. Elwood Myers
Mr. & Mrs. Roger W. Myers
Mr. & Mrs. Denis J. Navarro
Mr. Paul K. Neff
Mrs. Carolyn S. Orner
Mr. David A. Oswalt
Mr. & Mrs. Larry E. Otto
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Parsons
Mr. Richard T. Paul
Mrs. Betty J. Peterson
Mrs. Jeanine D. Peterson
Mrs. Elizabeth Petney
Mrs. Mary Petrak
Mrs. Marie Piastrelli
Mr. & Mrs. Neil M. Port
Mrs. LaMar J. Ramsey
Mrs. Dorothy L. Reeder
Ms. Ann L. Roarabaugh
Mrs. Audrey S. Rosenthall
Mrs. Michelle L. Royer

Mrs. Jean A. Rupp
Mr. & Mrs. Guido J. Santella
Mr. Regis W. Schall
Mr. John J. Scherden
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Scott
Ms. Amy B. Seltzer
Mr. Kevin V. Sheedy
Mrs. Patricia A. Sheetz
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Shellenberger
Ms. Tammy Showalter
Mrs. Marguaret E. Sinclair
Mrs. Ruth L. Smith
Mrs. Norma L. Stake
Mrs. Kathy L. Steel
Mrs. Ruth E. Steele
Mr. Stephen J. Stefanon
Mr. Carl Steinbugl
Mr. & Mrs. Marty A. Stern
Mr. & Mrs. Larry E. Strong
Mrs. Mary E. Tarpey
Mrs. Paula Thomas
Ms. Sally B. Toner
Mr. William H. Trippler
Ms. Sharon Troy
Mrs. Jennie M. Turner
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Van Buren
Mr. John S. Vancas
Mrs. Joyce R. Wagner
Mrs. Shirley W. Waite
Mr. & Mrs. Paul B. Ward
Mr. & Mrs. Shawn C. Weaver
Mr. William C. Wertz
Mrs. Lisa Whisel
Mr. Gary Whitfield
Mrs. Betty J. Wilkinson
Ms. Jessie L. Wise
Mrs. Joyce K. Wise
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Yahner
Mrs. Shirley L. Zitzlsperger
Mrs. Sondra R. Zupon
Anderson-Denny VFW Post 4559

HOSPICE
DONORS
Ms. Shirley K. Altiero
Ms. M. Elizabeth Bambocci
Mrs. Amy Barnhart
Mrs. Terry E. Beatty
Mrs. Esther I. Bradford
Mrs. Dolores M. Clapper
Mrs. Mary Ellen Cousin
Ms. Sue Dysard
Mrs. Sandra Eckard
Mr. Jeff Frank
Ms. Gail Garner
Mrs. Paula Gebicki
Mrs. Darlene K. Gilliland
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald O. Grove
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Grozanick
Ms. Trisha Grubb
Mr. Samuel L. Hinish
Mr. Richard T. Hunter
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Johnson
Mrs. Theresa Lockard
Mr. Robert Lynn
Mrs. Susan Ogden
Mr. & Mrs. Paul D. Powell
Ms. Kathleen J. Renninger
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert M. Roberts
Mrs. Beverly A. Sather
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Stackhouse
Mrs. Marcia S. Stultz
Mrs. Paula Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Wagoner
Mrs. Kathy D. Wilson

TRIBUTE GIFTS 
Donations of all amounts 
are listed.

IN MEMORY OF:
Gilda Adams

Mrs. F. Kay Adams

Lara E. Behrens
Mrs. Mona L. Ferris
Mr. & Mrs. David Good and family
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. Fred K. Khalouf
Mr. & Mrs. David Mallow
Mrs. Tina B. Norman
Mrs. Mary Rickel
Ms. Kaylene J. Schultz

Ms. Karen Welker
Mr. & Mrs. Melvyn G. Wenger
Reilly, Creppage & Co., Inc.

Donna J. Beigle
Mr. & Mrs. Michael W. Beidelman
Mr. & Mrs. William D. Curran

Bessie V. Bennett
Ms. Constance E. Clark
Ms. Lora L. Hamuro
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene F. Kelly

David A. Berger
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Anthony
Ms. Christina Glass

Melanie Black
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Lichvar

Mary L. Bookhamer
Ms. Barbara A. Renner

Gloria J. Bowersox
Mr. Archie L. Bowersox
Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Epperson
Mr. Evan Ernest
Maitland Church Of The Brethren

G. Felker Bridgens
Purina Animal Nutrition 

Eastern Region

Beverly Brown
Mr. Emory Brown

Allen E. Calhoun
Mr. & Mrs. Leo W. Calhoun
Mr. Daniel D. Shaffer, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Watters

W. Jaynee Carolus
Ms. Kimbra Eckley

Mary Ann Clingerman
Mr. E. Lou Dunn
Mr. & Mrs, James Keifer
Mr. & Mrs. Wynn E. Leppert
Ms. Catherine Milburn
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Rowser
Mr. & Mrs. Mark D. Zimmerman

Roy S. Colyer
Mrs. Nancy L. Colyer
Mr. Jeffrey L. Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard C. Queitzsch
Mr. Richard L. Strawser

Sally L. Coyle
Ms. Carol A. Swartzwelder
Ed’s Steak House
UPMC Bedford Hospital 

Emergency Deptartment

Joan Dekker
Mr. Ronald Dekker

Jean H. Erbeck
Ms. Claudine R. Ellick
Miss Pat M. Gildea

Cora Feather
Rev. Richard Harter
Mrs. Maryann Stackhouse
Mrs. Nina Wagner

Vicki L. Forni
Mr. Frank Forni

H. Kenneth Frye
Mrs. Jane R. Frye

Helen Garver
Mr. Howard Garver

Warren Gingerich
Mrs. Joyce Gingerich

Richard L. Glunt
Mr. Kenneth Hoover
Ms. Susan L. Hoover
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas N. Ritchey
Mr. Kenneth G. Schultz
Central High Class of 1964

Joyce L. Gracey
Everett Area High School Class 

of 1973

Jeffrey Guyer
Mrs. Sandra Guyer

Jack Holman
Mrs. Cynthia Holman

Margaret Horell
Mr. & Mrs. David Lucas

Frances C. Illig
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel W. Kelly
Mrs. Connie Paxhia
Mr. & Mrs. E. Gary Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis C. Simmers
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Snyder

Dorothy Itell
Ms. Sharon Itell

Barbara J. Kitzing
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Grozanick

Ellen C. Koontz
Ms. Frances M. Rapacik Hess
Warren County School District 

Co-workers

Harold Krepps
Mr. John A. Bellak
Mr. David W. Byler
Mr. & Mrs. Carl B. Ortenzio

Adam Lawruk
Mrs. R. Marie Lawruk

Sally A. Leiden
Ms. Deborah A. Tochtermann

Harold K. Lynn
Ms. Jean M. Bookwalter
Pastor Richard Harter
Ms. Joan Janidlo
Mr. Robert Lynn
Ms. Mary M. E. Young

Lucinda Malott
Mr. Rolland Malott

Allen L. McCaslin
Ms. Nancy J. Donatelli
Ms. Patricia A. McCulley
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Mr. Raymond J. Torrez
Mr. Charles J. Trexler
Mr. Ralph R. Wagner
Mrs. Peggy Waite
Ms. Anna L. Wambaugh
Senator Judy F. Ward & 

Mr. William T. Ward 
Ms. Christine E. Watts
Mr. Donald J. Weakland
Ms. Pamela Weir
Mr. Ben Welch, Sr.
Mr. Kenneth E. Wharton
Mr. & Mrs. Jay S. White
Ms. Lori A. Wiedemer
Ms. Judith M. Williams
Ms. Kay Ann Winkler
Mrs. Joyce K. Wise
Mr. Frank S. Wozniak, Jr.
Mr. Russell A. Wyles
Mr. W. Robert Zaph
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Zook
Mrs. Sondra R. Zupon

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Beale Township
Belfast Township
Boggs Township
Bratton Township
Broad Top Township
Cassville Borough
Dublin Township, McConnellsburg
Dublin Township, Shade Gap
Franklin Township
Frankstown Township
Gulich Township
Juniata Township
Licking Creek Township
Lincoln Township
Logan Township, Alexandria
Marklesburg Borough
Porter Township
Shirley Township
Snow Shoe Borough
Tell Township
Todd Township
Walker Township
Warriors Mark Township
Wells Township
West Taylor Township
Wood Township
Woodbury Township

BUSINESSES/
ORGANIZATIONS
Broad Avenue United 

Methodist Church
Centre Foundation
Estate of Melva Collary
Estate of Mildred Port
Estate of Sarah Fleming
Estate of Veronica Evey
First United Methodist Church, 

Mount Union  - Unity Sunday 
School Class

L. S. Lee, Inc.
United Way of Allegheny County
United Way of Bedford County
United Way of Blair County
United Way of Huntingdon County
United Way of the Laurel Highlands

Thomas R. McGeary
Mr. & Mrs. Alan D. Dodson
Ms. Cathy L. Shaneyfelt
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Simpson
National Judges Assoc. Tabulators

Barbara Metzner
Mr. Geoffrey Godfrey

Robert Paranich
Mrs. Barbara Paranich

Caleb J. Peachey
Ms. Norine Chester
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Long

Eugene Peachey
Mrs. Beverly Peachey

Catherine M. Porta
Ms. Shirley K. Altiero
Mrs. Amy Barnhart
Mrs. Carol B. Garner
Mr. Doug Garner and family
Mr. Samuel L. Hinish
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Kosarowich
Ms. Donna J. Taylor

Argonne F. Renninger
Pastor Richard Harter
Mr. & Mrs. William D. Irvin

Janet Rhodes
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Collins

Elizabeth G. Riley
Mr. J. Robert Garner
Mr. & Mrs. Steven R. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey W. Thompson

Vernon Rittenhouse
Mrs. Jane Rittenhouse

Robert Rupp
Mrs. Jean Rupp

Carmela Scherden
Mr. John Scherden

Amelia O. Seiler
Mr. & Mrs. Norman D. Callan
Ms. Carol Galioto
Miss Pat M. Gildea
Mrs. M. C. Makdad
Mr. Lynn Pearson

David E. Slates
Mr. & Mrs. Michael W. Beidelman
Mrs. Margaret E. Slates
Mr. & Mrs. Norman C. Wilson

Ellsworth R. Smith
University Health Services staff

John W. Snyder
Ms. Carol Galioto

Martha Stefanon
Ms. Victoria A. DeStefano

Melvin P. Templon
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley J. Wawrynovic
Doerler Landscapes, Inc.
Vigilant Security Inc.

Mark E. Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. McCort
Ms. Delilah A. Ryan
Mrs. Betsy Thomas

George Yuknavich
Mrs. Janet Yuknavich

GENERAL 
DONATIONS
INDIVIDUALS
Anonymous 2020
Mrs. Joan P. Adams
Mrs. Joyce Adgate
Mr. Richard A. Altmanshofer
Mrs. Nina L. Anderson
Mr. Hyman Antikol
Mrs. Sylvia T. Appleby-Mainzer
Mr. Nelson F. Baer
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Baker
Mr. Terrance L. Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Baker
Mrs. Belinda S. Barnes
Ms. Rosemarie Battista
Mr. & Mrs. John Y. Bawel
Mr. & Mrs. Carl H. Baxter
Mr. Donald W. Beeney
Mr. Thomas C. Beers
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Bellucci
Mr. Shane S. Benner
Mrs. Joanne L. Beringer
Mr. Louis A. Bernier
Mrs. Patricia L. Beyer
Mr. Louis C. Bice
Mr. Jon R. Bierly
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Black
Mr. Lawrence Bloom
Ms. Bobbie J. Bollinger
Ms. Mabel Bollinger
Mr. Jeffrey M. Bower
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Boyd
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene S. Brawley
Ms. Christa K. Brenner
Ms. Carolyn Kay Brode
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd B. Burket
Ms. Connie C. Cain
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Calandra
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel P. Casado
Mrs. Judith K. Charles
Mrs. Betsy A. Cignetti
Marie A. Civiello
Mrs. Gale Clapper
Mr. Terry D. Clark
Mr. Dennis G. Close
Ms. Bonnie Connell
Mrs. Joan M. Conroy
Ms. Linda J. Cooper
Ms. Dorothy R. Corle
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard L. Creppage
Mr. Sheldon W. Cronemiller
Mr. James W. Dallard
Mrs. Bonnie L. Darlington
Mr. James Daski
Ms. Kay F. Daugherty
Mrs. Erma M. DeBernardis
Mr. Louis A. DeFazio
Ms. Victoria A. DeStefano
Mrs. Marie H. DeVinney
Mr. Larry Dick
Ms. Shirley R. Dickson
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Diedrich
Mr. Timothy Diehl
Mr. Paul R. Dionis
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Dolinger
Mrs. Linda C. Domin
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen H. Dougherty
Mr. Dan Douthitt
Mr. J. W. Drenning
Mr. Gerald D. Drenning, USN Ret.
Mr. William D. Eastep
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Edmiston

Commissioner & Mrs. Bruce R. Erb
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Erbeck
Mr. Harry E. Ersek, Jr.
Mr. George A. Etzweiler
Mrs. Mary Jane Fanelli
Mr. Jerry L. Ferguson
Mr. David C. Ferree
Mr. Myron Fish
Ms. Madelyn N. Fix
Mrs. Jane L. Foor
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth E. Forshey
Mrs. Barbara A. Fraundorfer
Ms. Doris M. Frederick
Mr. William P. Gable
Ms. Carol Galioto
Mr. Joseph G. Gallagher
Mrs. Patricia Gardner
Mrs. Donna E. Gearhart
Ms. Barbara S. Geeting
Ms. Donna L. Geiser
Mr. Donald L. Gensimore
Mr. Gregory E. Gentile
Mr. Robert J. Gherrity, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Goldberg
Ms. Ethel J. Goodrich
Mr. Eugene R. Goshorn
Dr. & Mrs. Edmundo M. Grab
Ms. Dorothy A. Greaser
Mr. George A. Gregg
Mrs. Judith A. Grigg
Ms. Sharon I. Gripp
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Grozanick
Mrs. Mary Ellen Hazenstab
Mr. & Mrs. Leroy M. Helmer
Mrs. Kimberly D. Helsel
Mr. & Mrs. Edward M. Henderson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Henney
Mrs. Carol A. Henry
Mrs. Pauline L. Herron
Ms. Lorrie J. Hetager
Mr. Percy F. Hicks
Mr. Gerald F. Hoff
Mrs. Lydia Hoopes
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Hoover
Mr. Wayne E. Hoover
Mr. James L. Houppert, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher C. Humes
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Huston
Mrs. Kathryn L. Jackson
Mrs. Denise Jay
Ms. Lenora J. Johnson
Ms. Theresa Jorkasky
Ms. Patricia Karlick
Mrs. Rebecca L. Kauffman
Mr. Charles R. Kifer
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Glazier
Mr. & Mrs. John Kirsch
Mrs. Emma S. Kneidinger
Mrs. Sylvia R. Knepper
Mr. Julius Knorr
Mrs. Arlene Kolankiewicz
Ms. Elizabeth J. Kovach
Mrs. Joan S. Kyper
Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Lafferty
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Lake
Mrs. Dorothy F. Lansberry
Lt. Col. & Mrs. George M. Lightner, Jr.
Mr. Paul F. Lilly, Jr.
Mrs. Ann M. Lindsey
Mr. James Lindsey
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Litzinger
Mr. James F. Lohman
Mrs. Helen R. Loose
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Lynch

Ms. Rita Maier
Mr. & Mrs. Martin J. Marasco
Mr. & Mrs. Frank P. Massimilla
Dr. & Mrs. Stanley P. Mayers, Jr.
Mrs. Michelle E. Mayes
Ms. Sarah Helen McCloskey
Ms. Elizabeth R. McConnell
Mr. David A. McKinney
Mr. & Mrs. William McManus, Jr.
Mr. Robert McMullin
Mr. Joseph B. McNulty
Ms. Carole A. McTavish
Mrs. Theresa Mellott
Ms. Marian L. Mentch
Ms. Ginger A. Michelone
Mrs. Laura M. Miller
Mrs. Rhoda A. Miller
Mr. Roy C. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Larry G. Morningstar
Mrs. Nancy A. Morrison
Mrs. Bernice F. Mowrer
Ms. Lora L. Moyer
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Mueller
Ms. Bonnie Mulauski
Mr. John Mumaugh
Mrs. Mary L. Musselman
Mrs. Martha M. Musser
Mr. Gary Nastase
Mr. & Mrs. Denis J. Navarro
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Nevling
Ms. Linda Nicely Archbold
Ms. Shirley A. Nycum
Mr. Mahlon R. Osterhout, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Larry E. Otto
Mr. William E. Parsons
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Perretta
Mrs. Audrey J. Peterman
Ms. Geraldine T. Petrunak
Ms. Jill Petry
Mrs. Debra S. Picano
Mrs. Waunetah M. Powell
Mr. Joseph G. Rapsky
Ms. Helen M. Reigh
Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Reynolds
Ms. Rowena R. Rick
Mrs. Lindsey Riley
Ms. Ann L. Roarabaugh
Mr. Andrew S. Rogowski
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Rohrbaugh
Mr. & Mrs. James N. Roney
Mrs. Bertha S. Rose
Ms. Gina Ross
Ms. Donna L. Royer
Mrs. Michelle L. Royer
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Ruggery, Jr.
Ms. Patricia A. Rush
Mrs. Dona J. Savine
Mr. Rayford C. Schrock
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy P. Servello
Mrs. Carol Showalter
Mr. Dennis C. Simpson
Ms. Barbara J. Sinisi
Mrs. Ruth L. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce G. Snider
Mrs. Sharon J. Snider
Ms. Genia Sommer
Mrs. Norma L. Stake
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Stauffer
Mr. Richard D. Steffish
Mr. Raymond G. Stoy
Mrs. Betty J. Stuckey
Mr. F. Michael Sulesky
Mrs. Ann C. Sykes
Ms. Joanne Tomb
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Support Local Patients & Families
You can make a difference for residents of our Central PA   
region who receive UPMC Home Healthcare, Family Hospice, 
or other services by making a donation to the Home Nursing 
Agency Foundation. 

Return the enclosed envelope with your donation, or give online 
at HomeNursingAgency.com. You can also call the Foundation 
hotline at 1-855-GIVE-HNA to donate by credit card. 

For more information about ways you can help, please contact: 
Kim Helsel, Director of Development/Marketing Communications
814-947-7024 or khelsel@ HomeNursingAgency.com.

The official registration and financial information of the Home Nursing Agency Foundation may be obtained 
from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement. If you would like to be removed from our mailing list please contact 
the Home Nursing Agency Foundation at 1-800-992-2554.
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Celebrate Giving is a bi-annual 
publication of the Home Nursing 
Agency Foundation.
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Carole Claycomb 
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Stephanie Roefaro

Contact us at:
Home Nursing Agency Foundation
P.O. Box 352
Altoona, PA 16603-0352

1-855-GIVE-HNA  (1-855-448-3462)

Email: 
Foundation@HomeNursingAgency.com

Like us on Facebook!

Home Nursing Agency Foundation is a 
grateful recipient of funding from the 
following United Ways: Bedford County, 
Blair County, Dubois Area, Huntingdon 
County, and the Laurel Highlands.

UPMC shall accept referrals and provide services to all 
persons in need in its defined service area regardless of race, 
color, religion, sex, age, national origin, creed, limited English 
proficiency, handicap or disability, ability to pay, ancestry, 
sexual orientation, diagnosis, infectious disease, or DNR 
status, if applicable.
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upcoming events

MERCEDES MOMENT
Thursday, May 20, 2021
A $100 ticket gives you a chance to win a 2021 Mercedes A 220 4-MATIC Sedan* 
or $30,000 cash. The winner is based on the first 3-digit PA Lottery on Thursday, 
May 20 at 7:00 p.m. (excludes Wild Ball). Only 1,000 tickets are sold.

Call 1-855-GIVE-HNA to purchase your ticket before they are sold out!
* Taxes not included.

Mercedes Moment Night at the Altoona Curve 
Each Mercedes Moment ticket buyer receives a voucher admitting TWO people to 
Peoples Natural Gas Field on Thursday, May 20 for an exclusive Mercedes Moment 
event with live music and a batting contest on the field.

DECADES CLUB
Saturday, October 2, 2021

Blair County Convention Center
Save the date for this fun evening of prizes and music to benefit the Healing 
Patch Children’s Grief Program! The $100 ticket includes one chance for more 
than $4,500 in cash prizes (need not be present to win) and admission for two for 
appetizers, dinner, drinks, and entertainment.

LIGHTS OF LOVE
November – December 2021
Plan to participate in this interactive holiday giving campaign to honor or 
remember someone you love.


